I had seen the Nazis at work all over Germany. I believed
that if these men ever acquired power in Germany Europe
would see a Greater War. They had told me so, and I believed
them. Force was their creed and bible. Only by force could
Germany get what she wanted in the world.

I thought then that there was hope of saving the moderate
regime. I believed in the legend of Grand Old Man Hinden-
burg, staunch guardian of the constitution. After I saw what
happened to Germany I made few mistakes in appraising
politicians and their actions.

- In Berlin the struggle approached its climax. Hindenburg,
well into the seventh age of man, was the centre of a hornets'
nest of intrigues that made his palace in the Wilhelmstrasse like
one of the Italian courts of the Middle Ages.

The foreign troops were gone from the Rhineland. The
moment to suspend reparations was coming. Rearmament
would be the next step; after that, the come-back? Who was
going to rule Germany at this vital moment in her history? The
President could not live much longer. Care must be taken to
see that the power passed into the right hands before his death.
The facade erected for the delusion of the outer world could be
pulled down, the period of Liberal and Socialist and Centrist
Chancellors ended.

Von Papen, his name and extraordinary exploits as military
attache at Washington during the war long forgotten by the
world, stood in the shadows of the palace; von Schleicher, read-
ing the reports of his spies and listening by dictaphone to Centre
Chancellor Briining's conversations, sat at the Reichswehr
Ministry and pictured himself as the real ruler of Germany,
The great landowners gathered round the failing President and
inflamed his mind against Brtining through their emissary
Oldeiiburg-Januschau, a corpulent squire who many years
before had cried that the Kaiser ought to send an officer and
ten men to close Parliament and for this rare and beautiful
phrase had for twenty-five years been a revered and legendary
figure to all the Diehards. In Potsdam, a monarchist fieldsman
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